
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

2 February, 2011 – 25 February, 2011

Item 3a: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: I am pleased to advise that the paperwork 
to execute the legal transfer of ‘The Green’ Willow Green has arrived. This has been signed by the Chair and Vice Chair 
and returned to Cuthbertsons on 21 February.  I have requested confirmation of when this conveyance has been 
completed.  Additionally whilst being promised an update on the second conveyance (footpath to Otterburn Mill) I am still 
awaiting a response and will update the Parish Council when received.

Item 3b: Mouldshaugh Developments (footpath) – Update: Following the meeting between the Chair and Jenny 
Green, Senior Planning Manager at NCC, I have attempted to contact her to determine the progress between NCC and 
Mouldshaugh Developments regarding the construction of the footpath. Having not received a response to my email sent 
20 February I have left a voicemail message today and will update the meeting of any response.

Item 4b: Payment of invoice for £5.00 to NALC for Parish Clerk training in May 2010: I have received an invoice 
that relates to training for the Parish Clerk that took place in May 2010 and you will be asked to approve payment of this.

Item 4c: Payment of invoice for room hire at Otterburn Memorial Hall: You will be asked to approve the payment of 
an invoice for £27.00. This is for room hire for the months of November, December 2010 and February 2011.

Item 4d: Update on Parish Council finances in preparation for the end of financial year: You will be asked to 
consider and comment on the latest financial figures for the current year that ends on 31 March, 2011.

Item 4e: Internal Auditor: I am delighted to advise that Sally Blacklock has accepted the Chair’s request to become the 
Internal Auditor for Otterburn Parish Council.

Item 4f: Wrong credit to bank account: The Parish Council bank account has been incorrectly credited £44.00 by NCC. 
I have been advised that the credit was intended for the Otterburn Memorial Hall. You will be asked to approve the 
repayment of this amount back to NCC and not pass on to Memorial Hall for ease of recording financial transactions. 

Item 4g: Consideration for donation to Rede Tyne and Coquet Sports Centre: Whilst no request has actually been 
made for a donation this financial year please refer to ‘item 6a’ below. A £250 donation was made in March 2010 towards a 
new sign at the entrance of the Sports Centre. This has not as yet been purchased due to considerable financial constraints 
in the last 12 months in part due to the lack of funding provided by NCC. Additionally the Centre has been temporary 
closed due to frozen pipe damage that has had associated costs as well as subsequent loss of revenue during this period.  It 
may be beneficial to return to this item following ‘item 6a’ when you will be asked to consider whether to make a donation.

Item 5a: NNPA1NP0005 : Construction of shooting compound comprising 3 No. shooting house structures and 
partial perimeter fence at Davyshiel Battle Shooting Area, Otterburn, Newcastle upon Tyne: This application was 
received after the last meeting. You have been provided details and there were no objections to the application. 

Item 6a: Rede Tyne and Coquet Sports Centre - Update: Frozen pipes have caused considerable damage in the Sports 
Centre that has meant it has been closed since well before Christmas. The repair work has virtually been completed and the 
Centre should be fully open again at beginning of March.  

NCC have provided some assistance and this is an opportunity for Michael Parr to update the Parish Council on services 
and facilities currently being provided as well as future plans for the Centre.

Item 6b: Signage in the village: I am pleased to advise that Northumberland National Park Authority have kindly 
provided and erected an ‘Otterburn Trail’ wooden sign at either end of the footpath that leads to the Otterburn Mill.

Additionally a new sign has been provided by NCC at the entrance to of Elderberry Cottages.

Item 6c: Village tidy up: A number of parishioners have commented that the village is looking a bit untidy at present. 
This is partly due to the after effects of the snow but there is a fair amount of litter lying about in the village. You will be 
asked to consider a village ‘tidy up’ day for volunteers across the parish to assist in the removal of the litter.

Item 6d: Hawthorn trees along footpath to Otterburn Mill: Councillor Holden has highlighted that the worse affected 
trees along the footpath are in need of some attention and you will be asked to give consideration of the appropriate action 
to be taken.

Item 6e: Dog fouling in the village: A number of parishioners have mentioned that it appears this problem has recently 
become worse in the village.  I have spoken to Neil Armstrong at NCC on the subject who has provided a couple of 
suggestions including pavement stencil signs in worse affected areas that last approximately one month. I will provide 
further update at the meeting. 

Martin Chilvers 25 February, 2011
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